Basket Weave Pillow

by Kathy Lewinski

These instructions are written for use with a 20" x 20" pillow
insert, but you can adapt them to fit any size you want. The stitch
pattern requires a multiple of 8 plus 3 stitches. I like to make my
pillow cover about 2" shorter in both directions than the insert
because the knitting stretches and I like a well-stuffed pillow. So,
say I wanted to make a cover for an 18" x 18" pillow insert. That
would mean I wanted it to be 16" wide. I would take 16 and
multiply it by 2.75, which equals out to 44 stitches. In order to
make it work with the pattern, I would only use 43 stitches, 8 x 5 =
40 +3. So, I would cast on 86 stitches, 43 for the front of the pillow
and 43 for the back.

Supplies:

318 yards of super bulky yarn (I used 3 balls of Lion Brand Wool-Ease Thick & Quick in Grey Marble)
36" size 11 circular needle (or size needed to get gauge)

stitch marker

needle with an eye big enough for the yarn
20" x 20" pillow insert

Gauge: 11 stitches per 4 inches (approximately 2.75 per inch)
Cast on 102 stitches. Place a stitch marker between the first and last stitch to mark rows. You will be knitting in the round.

Row 1: k51, p4, k3, *p5, k3, rep from * until the last 4 stitches. p4 (The 51 knit stitches are the back of the pillow.)
Row 2: k51, p4, k3, *p5, k3, rep from * until the last 4 stitches. p4

Row 3: k51, p4, k3, *p5, k3, rep from * until the last 4 stitches. p4

Row 4: k

Row 5: k51, k3, *p5, k3, rep from * until end of row.

Row 6: k51, k3, *p5, k3, rep from * until end of row.

Row 7: k51, k3, *p5, k3, rep from * until end of row

Row 8: k

Repeat rows 1 - 8 until pillow measures 18"or desired length. The pillow will look neatest if you end on either row 3 or 77 of
the pattern. You may want to slide your insert into the knit cover to make sure you like the fit.

Divide the stitches so that the first 51 knit stitches are on one needle and the remaining patterned stitches are on another
(or two sides of your circular needles). Seam shut with kitchener stitch. (Kitchener stitch finished the edge of the pillow
seamlessly, but if you prefer you can bind off and seam the end shut.) Weave in any ends.

Slide in the pillow insert. Mine fit quite tightly. There was enough of the cover to fit it easily when I pulled it together, but
it was not baggy at all.

Seam the bottom edge shut.
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